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was as foon out of breathes if I had had no Sponge, nor could I fetch m 
breath without taking in water at my mouth 5 but I am very apt to 
think, that were there a contrivance whereby the expir’d air might b 
forc’d to pafs through a wet or oyly Sponge before it were again inTpir d^ 
it might much cleanfe, and ftrain away from the Air divers fuliginous 
and other noiforae fleams, and the dipping of it in certain liquors might 

E erhaps, fo renew that property in the Air which it lofes in the Lungs by 
eing breath’d, that one fquare foot of Air might laft a man for refpirati- 
on much longer, perhaps, then ten will now ferve him of common Air. 


Obferv. XXIII. Of the curious texture of Sea-weeds. 

F Or curiofity and beauty, I have not among all the Plants or Vege- 
tables I have yet obferv’d, feen any one comparable to this Sea-weed 
I have here deferib’d, of which I am able to fay very little more then what 
is reprefented by the fecond Figure of the ninth Scheme : Namely, that 
it is a Plant which grows upon the Rocks under the water, and increafes 
and fpreads it felf into a great tuft, which is not onely handfomely 
branch’d into feveral leaves, but the whole furface of the Plant is cover’d 
over with a moft curious kind of carv’d work, which confifts of a tex- 
ture much refembling a Honey-comb 5 for the whole furface on both fides 
is cover’d over with a multitude of very fmall holes, being no bigger then 
fo many holes made with the point of a (mall Pinn, and rang’d in the 
neateft and moft delicate order imaginable, they being plac’d in the man- 
ner of a guincunx, or very much like the rows of the eyes of a Fly, the 
rows or orders being very regular, which way foever they are obferv’d : 
what the texture was, as it appear’d through a pretty bigg Magnifying 
AFicroJcope, I have here adjoin’d in the firft Figure of the 14. Scheme. 
which round Area A B C D reprefents a part of the furface about one 
eighth part of an Inch in Diameter : Thofe little holes, which to the eye 
look’d round, like fo many little fpots, .here appear’d very regularly 
fhap'd holes, reprefenting almoft the fhape of the foie of a round toed 
fhoe, the hinder part of which, is, as it were, trod on or cover’d by the 
toe of that next below it jthefe holes feem’d wall’d about with a very thin 
and tranfparent fubftance, looking of a pale ftraw-colour $ from the edge 
of which, againft the middle of each hole, were fprouted out four fmall 
tranlparent ftraw-colour’d Thorns, whjch feem’d to protect and cover 
thofe cavities, from either fide two $ neer the root of this Plant, were 
fprouted out feveral (mail branches of a kind of baftard Coralline , curi* 
oufly branch’d, though fmall. 

And to confirm this, having lately the opportunity of viewing the 
large Plant (if I may fo call it) of a Sponge petrify d, of which I made 
mention in the laft Obfervation, I found, that each of the Branches or 
Figures of it, did, by the range ©fits pores, exhibit juft fuch a texture, 
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